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PRESS STATEMENT FROM; PREMIER, MR. DUNSTAN. 
SUBJECT: OPENING OF CANBERRA TELEVISION, 
54-56 PAYNEHAM ROAD, ST. PETERS. S.A. 
DATE: 17TH FEBRUARY, 1971. 
Television was one of the major cultural influences 
in modern society, the Premier, Mr. Dunstan, said today. 
He was speaking at the opening of the new head office 
of Canberra Television Services at 54-56 Payneham Road, 
St. Peters. 
He said television had a tromendous value in 
extending and improving communications, and in widening 
people's knowledge of their own and other societies. 
"The continuous and rapid development that 
characterises all modern technology is perhaps more evident 
in the field of television that in many other areas. 
"The last fev years have seen the introduction of 
television communication by satellite and the development of 
new techniques which will eventually make it possible for the 
individual viewer to have the programmes he wants to watch, 
supplied on individual cassettes or tapes. 
"These things are very exciting> but there are 
dangers inherent in the advance of television technology, 
as there are in all technological advances. 
"The dangers centre around the possibility that simple 
technological progress itself may become the driving force 
behind future research and that the real function of television 
communication is forgotten. This function is the dissemination 
of ideas and information and entertainment to people. 
"Television has a tremendous power to influence 
people's thinking and care must always be taken, as it usually 
is, to ensure that this power is never abused. 
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"One of the most important requirements in a 
technological society is that technical progress opens 
avenues of choice that may previously have been closed, 
without shutting off existing alternatives. 
"In this respect, I think that the prospects for the 
television viewer are improving rapidly. Facilities will be 
available in the foreseeable future which will enable people 
to exercise real choice regarding the type of T.V. programme 
they want to watch. 
Mr. Dunstan said that the television industry had 
expanded enormously in Australia and that Canberra Television 
Services had grown with it. 
Mr. Dunstan said that Canberra Television 
had opened prior to the first transmission in all States, 
and since Mr. ¥.R. Valker had opened the original office in 
Melbourne 17 years ago, the company had grown until today it was 
the largest T.V. sales and service company in Australia. 
"It has branches throughout the Commonwealth, 
including the A,C.T. and New Zealand. 
"Mr. ¥alker was also responsible for opening the South 
Australian branch in 1959, and for a time was the company's only 
representative here", Mr. Dunstan said. 
Today it employs nearly 100 people, has 14,000 current 
accounts, and has found it necessary to move to these excellent 
new premises. 
Following the opening of the building Mr. Dunstan 
presented a new television set on behalf of the company, to its 
first renter, who was still dealing with them. 
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